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Re-defining Food Safety Against Risk Society
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Abstract: Food safety has been a highly concerned issue in recent years. However, in the sense of
translation and recognition, food safety is always confused with other food related concepts, such as
food security. namely, the assurance that the food is nontoxic, harmless, and compliant with reasona-
ble nutritional requirement, and will not cause any acute, chronic and potential hazards to human
health. However, when it comes to cases, such as the food from GMOs, the so-called scientific defini-
tion regarding food safety is not adequate to solve those conflicting regulatory issues in practice. As a
matter of fact, it is important to note that with the arrival of risk society, the re-appreciation of “tech-
nical risk” has influenced the judgment on what safety may be. When it comes to make decision about
such acceptable level, the scientific principle in term of risk assessment and precautionary principle are
quite essential to handle the uncertainty around risk as well as science.
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