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On Threats to Primary Agricultural Products in China due to Environmental
Pollution and Investment in Scientific Research towards Their Mitigation

ZHU Xiao QIAN Kun

( Center of Cooperative Innovation for Food Safety Governance and Research Center of Civil and Commercial

Jurisprudence at Renmin University of China Beijing 100872  China)

Abstract: Food safety and environmental pollution are two major issues affecting livelihoods in China. Existing documents and
literature demonstrate that heavy metals and other environmental pollutants constitute a major threat to the safety of the primary
agricultural products a threat that as illustrated in Chinese official environmental statistics has grown more serious since the
turn of the century. At the same time the output of primary agricultural products in China has increased annually and the
production areas for grain aquaculture meat products have grown more and more concentrated. For instance agricultural
areas in Hunan and Jiangxi ( among other provinces)  which account for some 37.32% of total grain output in China are
among the most heavily contaminated by pollutants such as lead and cadmium. Case studies on pollution of aquatic products in
cities like Shenzhen in Guangdong Province and Yancheng in Jiangsu province also raise significant concern. In response we
recommend that key institutions including the Ministry of Environmental Protection the Ministry of Agriculture and the
National Natural Science Foundation invest more public finance and allocate more scientific research resources toward the
governance of environmental pollution in relation to the safety of primary agricultural products. This study is divided into two
published papers to readers in this issue.

Keywords: primary agricultural products; environmental pollution; China; scientific research
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