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Food Date Labeling Legislation in the US and Lessons for China
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Abstract: The article examined the food date labeling system and relevant legislation in the US  and argued that China could learn les—
sons from the US and other developed countries and consolidated its food date labeling system from two perspectives. It should diversify mech—
anisms for date labeling according to characteristics of different foods and risks thereof to reduce and avoid food waste. Additionally the civil
administration department is suggested to work together with food and drug administration department to establish a food bank system in Chi—
na. By encouraging more enterprises and NGOs to support the food bank idea those nearly-expired foods can be rightfully handled for the
welfare of the whole society. In this way regulatory collaboration between government and society can be achieved.

Keywords: food safety; shelf life; food date labeling; food bank



